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Vermont Students and Faculty win Civic Engagement Awards at Higher Education Conference
Vermont Campus Compact recently awarded Carolyn Sparkes, Middlebury College Class of 2010, the 2010 Madeleine M. Kunin Public Service Award. Sparkes received the award at the VCC annual Statewide Recognition Reception and Ceremony on Wednesday, April 14. The Awards celebration concluded the 2010 New England Regional Campus Compact Conference, Higher Education and the Greater Good: Meeting the Challenges of the 21st Century at the Sheraton Hotel and Conference Center in Burlington, VT.  

The Kunin Public Sevrice Award distinguishes one remarkable Vermont college or university student as a statewide exemplar of deeply ingrained student civic responsibility and leadership and demonstration of outstanding public service, sustained involvement, and strategic initiative. Carrie Sparkes volunteers regularly with the John W. Graham Emergency Shelter in Vergennes and has both volunteered and interned with the Middlebury Community Care Coalition and its Charter House community since her first year. The award recognizes her commitment to connect the homeless in Addison County and Middlebury College, particularly its students, as she breaks down unseen barriers between people of different economic backgrounds and bring students into situations that challenge their basic assumptions of homelessness, need, and entitlement. 
Nine more students from Castleton State College, Johnson State College, Champlain College, Community College of Vermont, Green Mountain College, Middlebury College, Southern Vermont College, Saint Michaels’ College, and the University of Vermont each received a Commitment to Service and Engagement Award for the breadth and depth of their community involvement. (see list below)

Jacob Park, Associate Professor of Business Strategy and Sustainability at Green Mountain College was awarded VCC’s Engaged Scholar Award, which recognizes a Vermont higher education faculty member for directing their teaching and research towards the discovery, application, and integration of new knowledge for the public good. Jacob’s teaching and scholarship focuses on the social and environmental dimensions of business, and his work at the intersection of business strategy, sustainability, and public policy regularly engages students in real-life problem solving in research or community projects that benefit businesses, non-profit organizations, and communities.
The Mobile Home Project, a partnership between UVM’s Department of Community Development and Applied Economics and the Champlain Valley Office for Economic Opportunity, won this year’s Campus/Community Partnership Award.  This award recognizes one exemplary collaboration between an institution of higher education and a community partner agency that works in mutually beneficial ways to produce measurable improvements in people’s lives and enhance learning. “Campus/Community partnerships have the capacity to develop creative, deep, and sustained approaches to community problem-solving,” said Amy Gibans McGlashan, VCC Executive Director. “This partnership was selected for its sustained commitment and collaboration and deep reciprocity as it addresses critical housing and economic development issues in Starksboro and elsewhere.”  The Mobile Home Project is a multi-year community-based participatory action research model where Mobile Home Project staff partner with UVM faculty and students to inform and empower mobile home park residents to create positive changes within their own communities. In addition, Seven community partners who work with colleges and universities to link students to meet critical needs in communities were also recognized as Engaged Partners. 
The Excellence in Community-Based Teaching Award was given this year to Patricia Delaney, Associate Professor of Anthropology and Gender Studies at Saint Michael’s College. This faculty award recognizes innovative teaching and curriculum employing service-learning or community-based research that develops student voice, civic agency, and critical thinking using real-life application and relevance. Delaney won the competitive award for applying community-based learning in virtually every facet of her teaching and student research projects, as she taps into rich local cross-cultural settings and forges meaningful, and in many cases sustainable, community partnerships that balance student interests, course goals, and community needs.  Some of Delaney’s community partners include Champlain Elementary School, King Street Youth Center, Visiting Nurses Association, VRRP, Underground Teen Center at the Winooski Community Center, American Lung Association, and Association of Africans Living in Vermont.

Chrispin White from Castleton State College won the Campus Leadership for Civic Engagement Award for his efforts to institutionalize public engagement as a critical component of his higher education institution. Chrispin has been the architect, designer, implementer and wise, compassionate guide of Castleton’s overall service learning endeavors since 2001.  Extending through all his efforts is a genuine commitment to the communities in the Castleton region and a belief that an essential pan of the college’s mission should be contributing to the improvement of these communities and their institutions.
All VCC awards were presented at a Statewide Recognition Reception concluding a regional higher education conference, “Higher Education and the Public Good: Meeting the Challenges of the 21st Century,” in which 300 faculty, staff, administrators, students and others examined how higher education can best prepare students to meet the complex challenges of the 21st century, and what strategies and innovations are pushing boundaries to help shape higher education institutions of the future. The conference emphasized how engaged learning strategies and practices enhance academic and civic outcomes, meet important institutional goals and prepare students to become global problem solvers.  The conference keynote, Diversity and Civic-Minded Practice: Faculty and Student Perspectives, was given by Dr. Sylvia Hurtado, Professor and Director of the Higher Education Research Institute at UCLA in the Graduate School of Education and Information Sciences.  She shared new national research on faculty and students that demonstrates the link between diversity, teaching/learning, and civic-minded practice. The conference was sponsored by Dinse, Knapp, and McAndrew, p.c.  

Vermont Campus Compact is a consortium of Vermont’s colleges and universities and non-academic partners committed to the civic purposes of higher education. We work with members to strengthen communities and educate for informed and active citizenship. VCC presidents believe that through sustained student, faculty, and institutional engagement with communities, higher education can help prepare tomorrow’s civic and social leaders while improving the lives of Vermonters. Providing training, networking, grants, resources, awards and more, VCC advances civic engagement on campuses and in communities, through service, integrating service into teaching (“service-learning”), campus/community  partnerships, activism, dialogue, and socially responsible lifestyles. VCC is affiliated with national Campus Compact and 32 state affiliates, more than 1200 members realizing the public good of higher education.
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