VERMONT CAMPUS COMPACT

2012 AWARDS OVERVIEW

STUDENT AWARDS
Commitment to Service and Engagement Award:  This award is given to one student per VCC member campus whose college career is characterized at least in part by their extensive community involvement, demonstrated with breadth and/or depth.  A recipient may have devoted multiple years to one program or exhibited leadership and commitment on behalf of the student’s institution and community organizations.  Each campus may select one student for this award.
Madeleine M. Kunin Public Service Award: This award distinguishes one remarkable student from a VCC member institution for his/her outstanding public service and civic leadership, demonstrated through sustained involvement and strategic initiative.  The recipient links their efforts to a larger social context and models civic agency and a commitment to community impact.  The recipient of this award demonstrates effective community building, exhibits a broad range of civic leadership skills, and serves as a statewide exemplar for deeply ingrained student civic responsibility and leadership.
FACULTY/STAFF AWARDS
Engaged Scholar Award:  This award honors one faculty member from a VCC member campus whose academic life embodies Ernest Boyer’s definition of the “scholarship of engagement”: community engagement and problem-solving are an integral part of his/her teaching and research.   This award recognizes commitment to impact as a central professional endeavor and the pursuit of knowledge in order to improve the world.   The Engaged Scholar collaborates with and involves community partners and students in the discovery, integration, application, and dissemination of new knowledge for public purpose.  Through his/her scholarship, the recipient connects any of the above dimensions of scholarship to the understanding and solving of pressing social, civic, economic, and moral problems.   The winner is a campus leader in incorporating service into scholarship and campus-community partnerships, and serves as a faculty citizen exemplar for the institution. 
Award for Excellence in Community-Based Teaching:  This award is given to one faculty member who has integrated community engagement into their teaching.   This award recognizes innovative teaching and curriculum employing service-learning or community-based research; that develops student voice, civic agency, and critical thinking using real-life application and relevance; and that includes community voice, partnership, and impact to inform the academic objectives and outcomes.  One of the letters of nomination must come from a student.

Campus Leadership for Civic Engagement Award: This award recognizes one staff, faculty, or administrator on a VCC member campus for their leadership in advancing public engagement as a critical component of their higher education institution.  The award recognizes someone who has worked toward the institutionalization of service, strives toward a shared vision of higher education as a public good, supports faculty and students, and has been instrumental in building innovative partnerships. 

COMMUNITY PARTNER AWARDS
Please note that the Engaged Community Partner Award recognizes a partner organization or individual, while the Sustained Campus/Community Collaboration Award recognizes an exemplary and established reciprocal relationship between a campus and community organization.

Engaged Community Partner Award: This award is given to one community partner (individual or organization) per VCC member campus that has worked to support the civic mission of their partnering campus.  Community partners are vital links for engaging campuses and students with communities to meet critical needs.  This award is intended to recognize a community partner’s involvement with the campus community. 
Competitive Awards (nominations due January 27, 2012):

Madeleine M. Kunin Public Service Award

Engaged Scholar Award

Award for Excellence in Community-Based Teaching

Campus Leadership for Civic Engagement Award

Non-competitive Awards (nominations dues February 17, 2012):  

Commitment to Service and Engagement Award

Engaged Community Partner Award

