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2008 Gala Awards  - Overview

Vermont Campus Compact encourages its members to submit nominations for any of the following awards by February 8, 2008.  Award recipients will be recognized and nominees will receive mention at the VCC Gala to be held on March 18, 2008 at the UVM Davis Center in Burlington, VT.  Faculty, staff, students, and community partners are encouraged to mark this date on their calendar.  Please see each Award Nomination for more detailed information.

FACULTY/STAFF AWARDS
Award for Excellence in Commnity-Based Teaching:  This award is given to one faculty member from a VCC member campus who has made public service an integral part of their teaching, to the benefit of both students and community.   This award recognizes innovative teaching methods through the use of service-learning or community-based research, a commitment to tying student learning outcomes to engagement with and service to the community, and evidence of reciprocal partnerships that benefit both the community organization and the student.
Engaged Scholar Award:  This award honors one faculty member from a VCC member campus for engagement as an integral part of his/her teaching and research.   It recognizes the innovative or important use of knowledge for the public good, commitment to partnering with students and communities, campus leadership for incorporating service into scholarship, and campus-community partnerships. Through his/her leadership, the winner has made valuable contribution to engaged schlorship in their field and serves as an exemplar of faculty citizenship for the institution and their peers.
Campus Leadership for Civic Engagement Award: This award recognizes one staff, faculty, or administrator on a VCC member campus for their leadership in advancing public engagement as a critical component of their higher education institution.  The award recognizes someone who has worked towards the institutionalization of service, strives toward a shared vision of higher education as a public good, supports faculty and students, and has been instrumental in forming innovative partnerships. 

STUDENT AWARDS
Commitment to Service and Engagement Award:  This award is given to one student per VCC member campus for both the breadth and depth of her/his community involvement.  For example, recipients may have devoted multiple years to one program or demonstrated their engagement by committing their leadership both to their institution and to community organizations.  We strongly encourage each member institution to name a qualified student to be recognized.
Madeleine M. Kunin Public Service Award: This award distinguishes one remarkable student from a VCC member institution for his/her outstanding public service and leadership, demonstrated through a spectrum of efforts.  Through their sustained involvement, the recipient establishes a linkage of their service to a larger social context and a commitment to community impact.  The recipient of this award models deeply ingrained civic responsibility and leadership, evidenced by initiative, innovative approaches to community issues, and effective community building.  

National Campus Compact Howard R. Swearer Humanitarian and Frank Newman Leadership Awards: All nominees for both Vermont Campus Compact student awards are also eligible to be nominated by VCC for the national Campus Compact Howard R. Swearer Humanitarian and/or Frank Newman Leadership Awards.  Nominees should indicate their desire to be considered for these awards by checking off the appropriate box on the VCC Nomination Form.  In the days immediately following the Gala, VCC will select and notify qualified finalists from those applications mark.  Finalists will need to complete an on-line essay by April 11.  There may be additional requirements of the institution.  Go to http://www.compact.org/awards/ for eligibility, criteria, requirements, and information for both national awards.
COMMUNITY PARTNER AWARDS
Please note that the Engaged Community Partner Award recognizes a partner organization or individual, while the Campus/Community Partnership Award recognizes an exemplary and established reciprocal relationship between a campus and community organization.

Engaged Community Partner Award: This award is given to one community partner (individual or organization) per VCC member campus that has worked to support the civic mission of their partnering campus.  Community partners are vital links for engaging campuses and students to meet critical needs in communities.  This award is intended to recognize a community partner’s involvement with the campus community. 
Campus/Community Partnership Award: This award is intended to recognize one exceptional partnership between a VCC member campus and (a) community partner(s).  This collaboration works together in mutually beneficial ways to produce measurable improvements in people’s lives and enhance student learning.  Campus/Community partnerships have the capacity to model creative, deep, and sustaining approaches to community problem-solving, and this award is intended to highlight an established partnership that has enriched the outcomes for both campus and community.

AWARD INSTRUCTIONS

Please note that there is a separate nomination form with a checklist and selection criteria for each award.  Each award has a different selection criteria and nomination requirements.  Please be sure to read carefully the application form for individual award criteria and nomination instructions. 

To nominate an individual or organization for an award, please submit a completed application to Vermont Campus Compact no later than Friday, February 8, 2008. Completed nomination packets may be submitted by the deadline using the following methods:

· mailed to: John Coutley, Vermont Campus Compact, 152 Maple Street, Suite G1, Middlebury, Vermont 05753;
· faxed to: John Coutley, (802) 443-2047; or
· emailed to: vcc@middlebury.edu  

ALL VCC award applications are due February 8, 2008.  For questions about the awards or the nomination process, please contact John Coutley, 802.443.2511 or jcoutley@middlebury.edu.
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