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Abstract
From the moment of birth on, we begin a process of enculturation into a pre-existing worldview, one that has evolved over time and is passed on to us by our caretakers through their language and culture. As expert linguists and ethnographers, children demonstrate the amazing capacity to enter into and master any language-culture with which they are in contact (and through which each worldview is encoded). And, because we master this initial language-culture paradigm so early in life, we are generally unaware of its role in mediating everything we think, say, and do. Our way in the world seems normal and natural. Other ways are strange and foreign.
Later exposure and contact with other languages and cultures, therefore, normally presents an enormous challenge. They provoke discomfort and unfamiliarity, while they also provide an opportunity to learn alternative views of the world. The process of intercultural contact raises profound questions and often causes us to reflect and introspect about ourselves in ways we have never done before. 
Intercultural contact, therefore, (in a positive context) invites the possibility of developing in new ways and in developing “intercultural competencies” that help us to transcend and transform our singular view of the world. In this sense, although not often thought of in this way, our engagement with diversity shifts us from a purely intellectual pursuit of otherness to a profoundly experiential one, one that challenges us on all levels – cognitively, behaviorally, and affectively. The result is generally an enriching and life-altering experience that often makes it difficult, if not impossible, to return to our earlier stage of complacency.
A Presentation and Workshop
An introductory overview explores the nexus between language, culture and worldview and explores the potentially provocative nature of diverse intercultural contact. Participants then consider these concepts further by exploring the nature and components of intercultural competence, and the implications of such competence in their own lives and work and to their role as educators in an increasingly globalized world.

