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Handout of Executive Summary of the state’s Housing Needs Assessment will be available online at www.housingdata.org once it’s finalized.
· There are other broader housing market constraints beyond what the study shows:

· Credit requirements are higher now

· There’s rarely down payment assistance available for borrowers

· Mortgage insurance (if you don’t have 20% down) is hard to get and costly

· This is really ruling out many first time home buyers from the market. The tax credit helped, but that is a credit on your income taxes, paid next Spring. That doesn’t help borrowers with down payment and closing costs.

· Subprime loans were not a huge player in Vermont and foreclosures were primarily driven by the economy (job loss or wage reduction)

How can service learning classes, and other student engagement activities work with community housing organizations?

· Conduct research:

· Conduct a local (town/few towns/county) housing needs assessment. There’s tons of information online (www.housingdata.org) and there’s a step-by-step guide for how to conduct an assessment on that same page (www.housingdata.org/assessment/)

· What are the biggest local obstacles to housing? All of the following could be researched. There’s lots of national information about each of these, but creating some Vermont-based information is always helpful for doubters who feel VT’s experiences will be different.

· Not-In-My-Back-Yard-ism?

· Foreclosures (effects on other property values)

· Impact of subsidized housing (can be good or bad)

· Is there enough of an employment base to support housing or enough housing to support employment?

· Is there an opportunity for Transit Oriented Development?

· What is the impact of utility costs on housing, and where are weatherization/efficiency program funds going?

· Organize a community

· Help a community identify if and/or where to develop housing?

· Facilitate some local discussions of where a town wants to see housing developed? Do they see the need for housing? If so, what type? For whom? What populations are under served?

· Could students use mapping software or visualization programs to help the community understand what different density of housing looks like? See the online resources for ideas: (http://www.lincolninst.edu/subcenters/visualizing-density/)

· Encourage resident participation in housing planning and policies. (Meaning housing residents, not just community residents)

· Educate a community about the importance and role of housing. Public service announcements. (see www.housingawareness.org publications)
· Have a resource fair event where lower income households can get information about housing and utility assistance, etc.

· Help tutor/mentor people who need help with financial literacy or conduct tenant education trainings. How to be a good tenant, for example. (http://www.cvoeo.org/htm/Housing/tenants/tenantsHome.html)

· Help promote knowing your rights under Fair Housing. (http://www.cvoeo.org/htm/Housing/fair_housing/fair_housing.html)

· Tie into coursework! Almost any subject could tackle as aspect of housing policy. Examples:

· Economics: Economic impact of building multifamily units (already research on homeownership: http://www.vhfa.org/documents/housing_economy.pdf
· Engineering or architecture: Talk with a local subsidized housing developer and see if they’ll let you watch/shadow their work on a site.

· English: Public relations is key when proposing a new development. Write press releases, public information, etc.

· Math/accounting: Review a project’s budget. Identify strengths and weaknesses.

· Science: What are the effects of unhealthly homes on tenants (lots of national research on this (www.cdc.gov/healthyplaces/newhealthyhomes.htm))? Effects of FEMA’s toxic trailers, sheetrock from China, lack of rental housing codes…

· Policy: analyze funding affordable housing priorities or programs

· Political science: Review upcoming legislation
· Criminal justice: how/why can we house ex-offenders. What are the unique issues of housing sex offenders? Why should that population be a priority?

· International studies: How do housing finance or programs work elsewhere?

· Education: What’s housing’s impact on enrollment or school success. Some of the success has been documented nationally, VHFA has studied enrollment: (http://www.vhfa.org/documents/housing_education.pdf)

· Gender studies: Impact of Fair Housing violations on women and families

· Religion: Role of faith based housing developments, which have been promoted since 2001.

· Advocate locally
· Get your local college/university to better understand its housing needs.

· Are employees adequately housed? Are they cost burdened and could they use Employer Assisted Housing?

· Are students mainly housed on or off campus? What’s the school’s plan for this in the future? How is it impacting local residents?

· Does the school have land it owns that it might consider giving (or selling cheaply) to a nonprofit housing developer to meet the school’s housing needs, while also meeting the local needs of residents?

Okay, all great ideas, who do I contact locally to work with?

· See Vermont directory of housing organizations: www.dhca.state.vt.us/Housing/organizations.htm
· Contact Maura Collins for more ideas, background, or to brainstorm other ideas:
· mcollins@vhfa.org
· 802.652.3434

