VCC Network Meeting 

9/25/08

Bennington College

Meeting Attendees:


Middlebury College—Peggy Burns, Tiffany Sargent, Ashley Calkins

UVM—Sarah Heim

Castleton—Kasey Benthin

Southern Vermont College—Daniel Cantor Yalowitz

GMC—Jesse Pyles, Chuck Domenic

Champlain—Katie Colleran, Kyle Dodson
SMC—Joan Wagner, Heidi St. Peter

Bennington—Natalia Silvio

CCV-Rutland—Pamela O’Connor

CCV-Bennington—Marilyn Carbin

Norwich—Nicole DiDomenico

Johnson—Laura Megivern
VCC Staff—Amy McGlashan, Eve McConnell, Cheryl Whitney Lower, John Coutley
Welcome and introductions
VCC update

Student conference—November 8th at Middlebury College—looking for student presenters. Connecting students who are interested in policy with those who are more involved w/ service. Also trying to expand on the excitement of the election that will have just taken place. The conference will be co-sponsored by the Roosevelt Institute, a student think-tank.

Bennington College

Campus-wide curricular initiative

David Rees—President’s Office, Bennington
6-7 years ago started The Democracy Project—campus-wide, not discipline-based.  How to put democracy into the curriculum?  Morphed beyond democracy to the question “What role does liberal arts have with civic engagement, and what does it mean to be engaged publicly?” This needed to penetrate the curriculum. If not in the curriculum, it doesn’t get the full attention of the administration. How do you actually educate students to make a difference in the world? Also felt this is a powerful way to educate people. The world in crisis is a way to animate people’s thinking.

Focused in 6 areas: Education, Healthcare, Governance and Economics, Force, Sustainability, and Law. Aim is to study the subject and really wrestle with it to create models of action.

1st year: Learning Labs

1. Energy and the Environment: focused on the campus

2. Collaboration w/ Conflict: co-taught with international relations, dancer, mediator

3. Re-thinking Education

4. Why Math? What Math?: Recruited students who didn’t like math, to wrestle with mathematics place and importance in the world.  Co-taught by mathematician and physicist.

First deal with people’s assumptions; then bring in research and data. Look at real issues/problems and evaluate. 

“Action requires thinking.”

Students who are traditionally coming to Bennington to be a dancer or a sculptor—personal desires—can now connect that to public contributions. The arts have a profound pedagogical impact. The artists need to be a part of this conversation.

Another initiative—modules—3-week, intensive, skill-dependent. Such as how do you understand magnitude or the art of critique. Looking at fundamental skills needed to solve problems.

Bennington is building a new Center to give space to these new initiatives, also a housing space for visiting “fellows” or practitioners who will stay for a period of time.
Philosophy—no experts—faculty are learners also. If there was a right answer, these problems would already be solved. Bennington is committed as an institution to be a player in the world, as well as fostering this capacity and meaning in students’ lives.

Vermont Earth Institute—Nicole DiDomenico

Statewide non-profit dedicated to sustainability. Integration of 4-6 week discussion courses into for-credit course under Northwest Earth Institute. Founders wanted to promote discussion about important issues.

7 Courses:

-Global Warming

-Discovering a Sense of Place

-Choices for Sustainable Living

-Voluntary Simplicity

-Healthy Children/Healthy Planet

-Exploring Deep Ecology

Nicole showed a DVD about these discussion courses offered by the Vermont Earth Institute. She recommends that if you plan any of these courses on your campus, include community members, because it provides a deeper, richer level.

VEI provides a mentor/facilitator to run the first session and then 2 participant volunteers run each subsequent meeting—an opener and a facilitator. The mentor usually comes at the end also to help celebrate and participate in a discussion about next steps/where do we go from here?

Cost is $20 per book. Sometimes an organization or a school will buy the book or pay part of the cost of the book so people can participate for free. The $20 per book fee is the only cost of the course.

VCC Updates (continued) 
Amy gave a brief overview of the President’s new directive for VCC to become deliverers of professional development for H.E. to address issues.

Adam Weinberg will facilitate a discussion on this topic at the next VCC Network Meeting on November 5 at Green Mountain College.


John Coutley have a brief overview of the Partnering for Success: K-12 and Higher Ed Summit to take place on October 30.  Registration will open soon.  
Cheryl passed out a VCC event calendar and timeline.  
Fostering Global Citizenship Conference – Registrations are coming in from all over the country.  The curriculum development institutes on November 11 are full, but you can still sign up a team for November 10.  
S-L and the Scholarship and Engagement – Southern Vermont College will be bringing John Saltmarsh and Dwight Giles to their campus on November 21 and opening the event up to the state.  More information coming soon.  
State-wide Conference April 1

Amy went over a timeline of deadlines for the conference. Amy posed questions:

Is there value to have both the 1) Campus-Community Partnership Award and 2) Engaged Partner?

Nicole says she liked both awards.

Peggy suggests recognition in the program.

Decision: Tiffany—have Engaged Partner award and out of that pick one to stand out for Campus-Community award.
Schedule for Statewide Conference—4 options were presented—people liked the idea of having the awards ceremony at the end so award winners wouldn’t have to pay, w/ keynote first thing in the morning.

Networking and Poster display together attached to lunch—1 ½ hours.

Hall of Heroes—display award winners.

Does anyone want to be on a planning committee?  
Nicole DiDomenico volunteered.  
Theme: Connection between Civic Engagement and other issues in H.E. such as retention, alcohol abuse, diversity.
Service, Advocacy, Awareness and Education—Heidi St. Peter

Community Service students at Saint Michael’s are very committed and involved but were not involved in Peace and Justice or activism/ policy issues.

Compassionate service—in between charity and systemic change.

At St. Mike’s they talk about 2 feet of service—direct service and social justice. 

Heidi’s MOVE office considered whether they should have a curriculum of service. Decided against the idea of curriculum but came up with a list of responsibilities and expectations. Wanted to open their students’ eyes to larger issues. They are now asking them to do education and advocacy, and to adopt a more holistic view of their service.

Nicole mentioned that their partnership with the American Cancer Society turned their direct service to advocacy.

How do you create the connections to advocacy/activism when there is not a clear direction? At St. Michael’s this is a deliberate culture shift in their MOVE office but it will be a gradual shift.

Eve—she comes from a campus that was trying to move from direct service to social change.
Kyle—how do you create entry points for people? Need to meet people where they are, speak their language.

Ashley—Sometimes if you are told that you are good at something, you’ll be more likely to take a risk.

Johnson State—Think Tank movie series (social justice themes) followed by discussion.

Brainstorming of Future Agenda Topics (list attached)  
Should we have a January/February meeting?
NO retreat

NO interactive TV meeting

Meet in person

Or have regional meetings.

Next meetings

Nov. 5—Green Mountain

Feb 5—Network meeting—Middlebury.

March date—we will check on college break schedules and set a date that won’t conflict.

May TBD

Campus Announcements

Oct. 24-25 Drop & Swap at Norwich w/ Johnson

April 24-25 Johnson State Drop & Swap

VT Secretary of State’s office has lots of free material for the election and they’ll also visit the campus.

Campus Compact website also has a lot of information for voter registration.

Thank you to Natalia Silvio at Bennington College for hosting the meeting.  
