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Community-Based Project

Professor Malachuk

Spring 2004

TTh 1:00-2:20 in DW215

The community-based project, twenty percent of the final grade, may be completed in one of two ways:  the community experience and paper, or the community presentation.*

Community Experience and Paper

Between late February and late April, one or two field trips will be scheduled, most likely to relevant sites between one to two hours from campus.  At this point in the planning process, it is uncertain whether the trips will be on weekdays or weekends, day or late afternoon/evening.  For the purpose only of helping students to determine whether this is the best assignment for them, one scenario might involve a trip to Walden Pond on a weekday afternoon, a dinner, and a lecture related to the Walden sesquicentennial at the Concord Museum.  Student costs, including dinner, should be around $25.  Professor Malachuk will drive up to three students; others may have to drive themselves.

Within two weeks of the date of the field trip, students will submit an 8-10 page paper with an equivalent number of citations.  The purpose of the paper is to analyze several aspects of the community experience, reading those aspects of the experience both with and against the grain, so to speak.

Community Presentation

To complete this project, students, working in pairs, will introduce audiences in 30 minutes to one of the four major authors studied: Douglass, Melville, Thoreau, and Whitman.  The presentations will involve a 10 minute description of the author and his times and 20 minutes of interactive discussion of a single passage by the author.  The students will provide audience members with two photocopies:  one with information about the author and his times; the other with the text of the passage or poem to be discussed.

The primary challenge of this project is to effectively reach the audience, which will be either a class of local immigrants in classes at the Nashua Adult Learning Center or a class of sixth graders at Birch Hill elementary school.  Students will need to be very careful in developing their presentations, taking into consideration not only the English language abilities of their audience, but also the social and even political contexts in which they are making the presentation.

Student pairs will be expected to conference with Professor Malachuk prior to presentation.  Professor Malachuk will be present at the presentations, though mainly as a silent observer.  Students will be evaluated on their ability to present and discuss their author and text with (1) accuracy, (2) imagination, and (3) attention to context.

*All students chose to complete the community presentation rather than the community experience and paper.

