HU300J:  Nineteenth-Century American Literature

Syllabus

Professor Malachuk

Spring 2004

TTh 1:00-2:20 in DW215
Description

This is a “topics course,” the designation used for new courses in the Social Sciences & Humanities Gen Ed core.  In this first version of the course, we will focus on the mid-century literature of the “American Renaissance,” especially in relation to contemporaneous debates about democracy (including slavery) and industrialism.  Primary authors will be Douglass, Melville, Thoreau, and Whitman.

Structure 

Class time will be dedicated to a mixture of the following:  

· Instructor-led discussion of major reading

· Student-led presentation of minor reading

· Instructor lecture

Class meetings are divided into six units.

Below is a breakdown of the semester into units, meetings, and segments.  These are subject to changes announced by the professor either in class or by email.

Unit 1:  Introductions (3 meetings:  Jan 22, Jan 27, Jan 29)

Unit 2:  Douglass (6 meetings: Feb 3, Feb 5, Feb 10, Feb 12, Feb 17, Feb 19)

Unit 3:  Melville (6 meetings:  Feb 24, Feb 26, Mar 2, Mar 4, Mar 9, Mar 11)

Unit 4:  Thoreau (6 meetings:  Mar 23, Mar 25, Mar 30, Apr 1, Apr 6, Apr 8)

Unit 5:  Whitman (6 meetings: Apr 13, Apr 15, Apr 20, Apr 22, Apr 27, Apr 29)

Unit 6:  Conclusions (2 meetings:  May 4, May 6)

Assignments

With the exception of the quizzes, due dates for the following assignments will be announced in class.

Quizzes (10%)

These occasional quizzes, involving fill-in-the-blank and short answers, will be given without announcement.  The quizzes will address materials covered in the assigned major readings, the minor reading presentations, or the lectures.

Short paper (10%)

The short paper is a 4-5 page argument essay, with at least seven sources drawn upon for evidence, including one of the major texts.  The strongest papers will begin with a clear claim, develop a clearly structured argument, and make imaginative but responsible use of evidence.

Presentation (10%)

The presentation is (depending on enrollment) either an individual or a partner assignment.  The twenty-five minute presentation of a minor reading includes:  (1) references to major reading(s) and lectures, (2) a two-sided handout with a bibliography, and (3) brief facilitated discussion (five of the twenty-five minutes).

Short paper or Presentation (10%)

Normally students will choose to do either a second short paper or a second presentation, but the professor reserves the right to require one or the other in order to make best use of class time.

Community-based project (20%)

Students complete this requirement with one of these two projects:  an 8-10 page researched paper describing and analyzing one of several field trips to be scheduled during the semester; a half-hour presentation/discussion of a major author to ESL students at the Nashua Adult Learning Center and other sites still to be determined.  More information about each of these projects will be provided.

Long paper (20%)

The long paper is 8-10 page argument, with at least twelve sources used as evidence, including one to three of the major texts.  The strongest papers will begin with a clear claim, develop a clearly structured argument, and make imaginative but responsible use of evidence.

Final exam (20%)

The final exam is a two-hour exam including identifying and contextualizing passages from the major authors, short answers (focusing particularly on the lectures and minor readings), and essays.

Goals

The following goals are specific to this version of HU300J: Nineteenth-century American Literature.  By the end of the course, through the completion of the assignments listed above, students will:

· Make effective use of literary critical terminology when writing and talking about literature;

· Explain in writing major themes in the work of the four major authors studied;

· Use both primary and secondary sources effectively in presentations and written work;

· Articulate in writing and presentations the relationships between the literature of the American Renaissance and its historical contexts, particularly ideas and events associated with democracy (including slavery) and progress.

· Articulate in writing the complex relationship between the study of literature and aspects of American society today.

Outcomes

The following outcomes (adopted in draft by the Social Sciences & Humanities Division, November 2003) are common to all upper-level Gen Ed courses offered by the Division.

In SS and HU courses, students will be able to:

· Distinguish between evidence and opinion; work with different kinds of evidence; estimate the worth and quality of evidence

· Recognize our connectedness with others 

· Understand the internal logic of an argument; understand arguments in relation to one another

· Appreciate the value of theory; apply theories in a variety of contexts; compare and evaluate theories; develop analytical applications

· Understand topics in their historical and social contexts 

· Write accurately, clearly, and critically in a range of genres, including reflective, analytical, and argumentative; write with structural unity, coherence, and support

· Analyze their reading; synthesize their reading

· Communicate effectively in a variety of contexts: participation, presentations, groupwork, panel discussions; make engaging presentations involving technology at a level approximating professional standards

In HU courses, students will be able to:

· Discern forms of individual works

· Understand figurative and symbolic expressions

· Examine the details of expression and discern patterns in the details of expression

Texts

The course has four required texts, all available in the college bookstore.  Students who have not purchased these texts by a date announced by the professor at the first class meeting may be administratively withdrawn from the course.

· Douglass, Frederick.  Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave, Written by Himself.  William L. Andrews and William S. McFeely, eds.  NY:  Norton Critical Edition, 1996.  

· Melville, Herman.  Melville’s Short Novels.  Dan McCall, ed.  NY:  Norton Critical Edition, 2001.

· Thoreau, Henry David.  Walden and Resistance to Civil Government.  Second Edition.  William Rossi, ed.  NY:  Norton Critical Edition, 1992.

· Whitman, Walt.  Leaves of Grass and Other Writings.  Michael Moon, ed.  NY:  Norton Critical Edition, 2001.

Policies

The following policies are the same for all of Professor Malachuk's courses.

· Students are allowed five absences, excused or unexcused.  Students with sixth absences automatically fail the course.

· A late is defined as arrival to class five to fifteen minutes after it officially begins.  An arrival sixteen minutes or more after the class begins counts as an absence.  Two late arrivals count as one absence.

· All assignments are due on the date specified by the instructor.  Students can submit completed assignments earlier than that time.  Assignments received later than the due date and time will not be accepted.

· Students may be contacted by email and should therefore use their DWC email accounts.

Resources

The “American Renaissance” is undoubtedly the best studied period in American literature, and there is no shortage of excellent resources for use when completing assignments requiring outside research.

Periodicals (online).

The Anne Bridge Baddour Library web site provides access to Academic Search Premier (EBSCOhost) (I recommended the Academic Search Premier and the American Humanities Index databases) and to First Search.

Circulating books.

The Anne Bridge Baddour Library has a respectable collection related to this subject.  Using the “subject” search function, any of the four major authors will generate sizeable lists of books.  Ask the reference librarian for help with more directed searches

Reference books.

The Anne Bridge Baddour Library has some good reference (non-circulating) books in American literature and history.  Ask the reference librarian for help locating these.

Interlibrary loan of books and articles.

This free service can make available to you virtually any book or article (published in the twentieth- or twenty-first centuries) available to you within two weeks maximum.  Books will need to be returned obviously, but articles are provided as photocopies for you to keep.  Ask the circulation librarian for help.

Web sites.

It is always tempting to reduce your research process to “Google.”  Resist this temptation.  There are some very good web sites about the American Renaissance, but there is also a lot of junk.  Before using a web site as a source, check the qualifications of the web master (a respectable site will provide these).

Contact

I am best reached by email, which I usually respond to within a few hours.

Office Hours: TTh 9:30-11:00am, C105 and by appointment.

603-577-6547 / malachuk@dwc.edu / 20 University Drive, Nashua NH 03063
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