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NEWS ADVISORY:
Four Vermont Colleges and Universities Make Honor Roll For Exemplary Community Service

Four Vermont higher education institutions have been named to the second annual President’s Higher Education Community Service Honor Roll. Castleton State College in Castleton, Saint Michael’s College in Colchester, Norwich University in Northfield, and the University of Vermont in Burlington were all recognized for extraordinary contributions to service in their communities. In all, 528 colleges nationwide were honored this year for their commitment to innovative and effective community service and service-learning programs.  All four institutions are members of Vermont Campus Compact. 
Launched in 2006, the President’s Honor Roll recognizes institutions of higher education that support innovative, effective, and exemplary community service programs. Honorees for the various award levels were selected based on a series of factors, including scope and innovation of service projects, percentage of student participation in service activities, incentives for service, and the extent to which the school offers service-learning courses. The Honor Roll is jointly sponsored by the Corporation for National and Community Service, through its Learn and Serve America program, and the Department of Education, the Department of Housing and Urban Development, USA Freedom Corps, Campus Compact, and the President’s Council on Service and Civic Participation.
In a recent Vermont Campus Compact survey, UVM, Castleton, Saint Michael’s, and Norwich reported that an average of 39 percent of their students participated in service work. The colleges collectively offer over 160 service-learning courses, such as a UVM term abroad in Belize focused on service and sustainable development, and a Norwich French class in which students contributed to the Crown Point, NY Historical Society’s Festival of Nations. Students at the four honored colleges have also been involved in service projects ranging from Castleton’s nationally recognized Vermont Scholars Program, which pairs Castleton student mentors with elementary school students, to Saint Michael’s new Environmental Council, which is comprised of students, faculty, and staff. The four colleges also support nearly 270 community partners, among them College For Every Student (Castleton), Sexual Assault Crisis Team of Washington County (Norwich), New Sudan Education Initiative (St. Michael’s), and the New England Grassroots Environment Fund (UVM), with student work and institutional resources.
In congratulating honor roll members, U.S. Secretary of Education Margaret Spellings said, “Americans rely on our higher education system to prepare students for citizenship and the workforce. We look to institutions like these to provide leadership in partnering with local schools to shape the civic, democratic and economic future of our country.”
Adds Vermont Campus Compact Executive Director Amy Gibans McGlashan, “We are very proud of the breadth , depth, and distinction of student service and community engagement programs at our member institutions. These colleges and universities are very intentional about realizing their civic mission, and this national recognition validates those efforts.”

Vermont Campus Compact is a statewide consortium of 22 colleges and universities committed to creating a flourishing democracy.  VCC presidents believe that through sustained and creative student, faculty and institutional engagement with communities, higher education can help prepare tomorrow’s civic and social leaders while strengthening communities and improving lives in Vermont and elsewhere."

