[image: image4.png]=
I\

Vermont | Campus Compact



VCC Network Digest April 1, 2010
Page 2

[image: image5.png]=
N



Vermont Campus Compact Network Digest

April 1, 2010
Questions? Contact Colleen Converse (cconvers@middlebury.edu)

Register Your April 23-25, 2010 Youth Service Events at the GYSD website
A youth-organized weekend of community service events and the largest service event in the world.  2009 Global Youth Service Day featured multiple and varied youth-led service projects throughout Vermont focused on literacy, the environment, healthcare, hunger, elderly services, and more.  Vermont youth of all ages mobilizes their peers, community and business leaders, and others in civic engagement projects throughout the state. Funding is still available (not an April fool)! Contact Kathy Sims at (802) 443-5652.

Using Sustainability to Create New Course Content: A Curriculum Development Institute for Faculty in All Disciplines
May 24, 2010 8:30 am to 4:30 pm, Middlebury College, Middlebury, VT 

This workshop is designed for educators who are looking for new and creative ways to weave environmental sustainability into their curricula or to develop a new course with a sustainability focus. The workshop includes a tour of examples of sustainability at Middlebury College.
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***Regional Conferences, Workshops, Webinars and Call for Papers***
1. Carnegie Community Engagement Classification Webinar/Workshop
April 23, 2010 10 am – 12 pm Eastern Standard Time

Participants will:

· learn about the application process for Carnegie Engagement Classification;

· have the opportunity to learn more about  programs, courses, and activities of the colleges and universities that were selected in the 2006 and 2008 classification periods;

· learn specific strategies and processes that can be utilized to prepare for the application  process;

· have the opportunity to talk with past Indiana recipients of the Engagement Classification;

· and learn about the positive aspects of achieving this classification and ways to market this recognition.

 

Julie Elkins, Ed.D. Director of Academic Initiatives, National Campus Compact and Representatives from 2006 and 2008 Carnegie Engagement campuses will present. This event is free to all Indiana Campus Compact members. Campus Compact members from other states may pay $25/campus to participate. Non-Campus Compact institutions may pay $50/campus to participate. Registration now available -- http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/5ZGR2GT. For more information, contact Indiana Campus Compact at 317-274-6500.

Back to top
***********National Conferences, Seminars and Call for Papers***********
2. Call for Proposals for Meeting on Undergraduate Research In and Across the Disciplines
Deadline: April 8th, 2010; Conference November 11-13th, 2010

Creativity, Inquiry, and Discovery: Undergraduate Research In and Across the Disciplines, will showcase promising models of undergraduate research. The conference will also help participants address issues related to the sustainability and evolution of this veteran practice—including aligning undergraduate research with broader student learning goals; integrating research preparation and practice into departmental curricula, courses, and capstone requirements; assessing students’ undergraduate research to see if they have achieved essential learning outcomes; supporting faculty innovation and leadership for these efforts; institutionalizing undergraduate research in and across the disciplines; strengthening offices of undergraduate research; and broadening participation in undergraduate research, especially among underserved students. Four thematic tracks make up the conference: 

· Defining and Assessing Undergraduate Research and Creative Practice 

· Faculty Roles and Rewards 

· Mapping Research Preparation and Practice In and Across the Disciplines 

· Implementing, Scaling Up, and Sustaining Programs Across Institutions 
Learn more about this conference and the call for proposals online. For more information, please call 202-387-3760 or write to network@aacu.org
3. Request For Proposals: IARSLCE Conference Host For 2011 and 2012 Conferences
Deadline: April 30th, 2010

Organizations and educational institutions committed to research on service-learning and community engagement are encouraged to submit proposals to serve as hosts for the  2011 and 2012 Annual Conferences of the International Association for Research on Service-Learning and Community Engagement (IARSLCE or “the Association”).  Find the call for proposals here. 

4. New Connections: Increasing Diversity of Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (RWJF) Programming Releases Call for Proposals for Junior Investigators
Brief Proposal Deadline: April 7th, 2010 

New Connections: Increasing Diversity of RWJF Programming aims to expand the diversity of perspectives that inform RWJF programming and introduce new researchers and scholars to the Foundation, while simultaneously helping to meet staff needs for data analysis. The program invites Junior Investigators—scholars from historically disadvantaged and underrepresented communities—to address specific questions posed by one of RWJF's program areas including: Childhood Obesity, Coverage, Human Capital, Public Health and Vulnerable Populations.

For more details and how to apply, go to www.rwjf.org/applications/solicited/cfp.jsp?ID=21061 

Back to top
****************Awards, Grants, Fellowships and Positions*****************

5. Community College Grant Opportunity

Deadline: April 12th, 2010

Civic Ventures and MetLife Foundation announced six $25,000 Community College Encore Career Grants for institutions retraining adults over 50 for encore careers that combine personal meaning, continued income and social impact. Specifically, the grants invest in job programs focused on careers in health and education. Background information, resources and applications are available at http://www.encore.org/colleges. The encore career grants are for college programs that match the skills and interests of experienced adults with specific high-need careers that support the community, including: 

· Health care – home and community health workers, fast-track or online nursing programs, adjunct nurse educator preparation and clinical nurse instructor training 

· Education – teaching in areas of critical shortage, such as science and math, adjunct faculty training and preparation for positions in after school programs

6. Clean Water for a Healthy World - Help FSD save lives by bringing clean water to Africa & Latin America
World Water Day challenges us to raise awareness of water quality issues around the world. In rural Africa, women spend an average of 26% of their time fetching water, with each trip to and from the water source carrying typically 20 kilos – almost 45 pounds – of water on their heads. According to the WHO, infectious diseases, especially those that are water borne, are still the number one killer of children under the age of five and more people die from unsafe water annually than from ALL forms of violence, including wars. Yet in those same communities, while public health investments made to treat HIV/AIDS have grown by nearly 500%, the same amount of aid allotted to water and sanitation programs has increased by only 79%. Join FSD in the field this summer and do your part to ensure that access to clean water becomes available to communities around the world. By working together with them and FSD’s grassroots partners, you will be building more than wells, rain harvesting barrels, or irrigation ditches -- you will be directly contributing to a more sustainable future for generations to come, one that saves lives and promotes a balanced form of grassroots development for all. Apply online: http://fsdinternational.org/apply/howto 
7. David Finney and Bennington College honored by New England Board of Higher Education

The New England Board of Higher Education (NEBHE) honored Champlain College President David F. Finney and the Quantum Leap program at Bennington College at its 2010 New England Higher Education Excellence Awards earlier this month. David F. Finney, president of Champlain College received the Robert J. McKenna Award for program achievement. Under Finney’s leadership, Champlain College has committed to keeping the Vermont economy robust, establishing the Bring Your Own Business (BYOBiz) program to attract entrepreneurs in 2006 as well creating the New Americans Scholarship program to reach Vermont refugee students and the Vermont First Scholarship program to serve first-generation college-goers.


The Quantum Leap program at Bennington College, led by directors Daniel Michaelson and Susan Sgorbati, received the Vermont State Merit Award. The Quantum Leap program helps children who seem least likely to succeed—who often come from chaotic home lives, extreme poverty and traumatic histories—to return to school and discover a love for learning. 

Back to top
*****************************News & Resources*********************************
8. To Get More Men to Volunteer, Colleges Must Make an Extra Effort
College men participate in campus activities at disproportionately low rates, but deliberate efforts to recruit them can help, according to the findings of a two-year study of 14 institutions that was presented here on Tuesday at the annual conference of Naspa—Student Affairs Administrators in Higher Education. – To read more about the findings, review this article in the Chronicle of Higher Education.  To read about the efforts of a local school to increase male volunteerism, check this Colgate blog. http://blogs.colgate.edu/2009/04/wanted-male-volunteers-who-wan.html  

9. New Online Database Helps Community-Engaged Faculty Members Connect with Mentors & Portfolio Reviewers
Graduate students, post-docs and faculty members who seek community-engaged careers in the academy can face a number of institutional challenges to achieving their goals.  With few established mentoring and career development programs in place, community-engaged scholars are often left to piece together their own with little guidance or support.  Building a portfolio for promotion and tenure review can be daunting for those focusing on community-engaged scholarship (CES), particularly when review committees and external reviewers are not familiar with this form of scholarship. The Community-Campus Partnerships for Health (CCPH) Online Database of Faculty Mentors & Portfolio Reviewers is intended to help address these challenges.  The database is designed to be used by community-engaged graduate students, post-docs and faculty who are searching for faculty mentors and by deans, department chairs and others seeking external experts to review portfolios of community-engaged faculty 
being considered for reappointment, promotion and/or tenure. The database can be searched by keyword, faculty rank, tenure status, discipline/profession, gender, state, country, race/ethnicity, methodological approaches and areas of experience. Search for mentors and portfolio reviewers, or to apply to be listed in the database at www.facultydatabase.info.
10. 10 Ways Community Members Can Help Returning Service Members and their Families
You can find out what these ten ways are by visiting http://www.uvm.edu/~vtmfcn/. There is also much more on how to help the families and friends of our soldiers fighting in the war zones overseas on the Vermont Military, Family, and Community Network new webpage.  

11. Article in The Chronicle profiles Bennington and SVC 
The article entitled “2 Colleges in Vermont, 2 Paths That Defy Tradition” describes SVC’s and Bennington’s actions and future plans and how they break from the traditional liberal arts college mold, even though both colleges describe themselves as liberal arts institutions. Read the article in its entirety here: http://chronicle.com/article/In-Vermont-2-Colleges-Pull/64397/  
12. New Issue of Civic Engagement Magazine
Rutgers SPAA is proud to announce the third issue of Civic Engagement, a magazine that seeks to deepen the discourse about, and underscore our shared commitment to, public service. This edition of Civic Engagement features current and future leaders in nonprofit work, including photographer Courtney Bent whose efforts provide an incredible glimpse into the world of living with a disability. Civic Engagement can be found on the Alliance 4 Public Service website at: http://publicservice.newark.rutgers.edu/index.php/home/civic-engagement.html. This online resource contains service-learning news, research, and events.

13. Looking In, Reaching Out, is now available to order
The 260-page volume—expertly edited by Barbara Jacoby and Pam Mutascio—contains tools, worksheets, and insights designed to help community service-learning professionals be successful in their professional and personal lives. Each chapter is designed to be read on its own or the entire book can be read from start to finish. Worksheets accompanying many of the chapters allow readers to take the written concepts and apply them to their personal situations.

Chapters include:
· Defining and explaining terms used by the field 
· Establishing and sustaining a community service-learning office 
· Understanding the culture, mission, and politics of higher education to promote service-learning 
· Using reflection to foster learning 
· Developing effective strategies for working with faculty, students, and community partners 
· Leveraging financial support for service-learning

The price is $35 for members and $47 for nonmembers. Order online at https://www.e2e-store.com/compact/.  If you have any questions, please call Campus Compact at 617- 357-1881 x 207. 
14. UVM Alternative Spring Break Program featured in Major Pittsburg Paper
The Pittsburg Post Gazette chronicled a UVM alternative spring break group’s efforts to refurbish and develop a garden in a struggling community of Pittsburg. The full article can be found online at http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/10077/1043507-54.stm.  
15. UVM Campus Kitchen's Project Awarded $25,000 from Newman's Own Foundation
On March 7th, Newman's Own Foundation, the late Paul Newman's philanthropic endeavor, unveiled the top three grant recipients of its first-ever Campus Community Service Challenge.  Chittenden Emergency Food Shelf in connection with the Campus Kitchen at UVM received the top grant of $25,000. Half of the grant award, $12,500, will go directly to the Food Shelf to support their programs and infrastructure. The other half will help to support the Campus Kitchen at UVM's (CK UVM) nutrition classes and summer internship program. 
16. New Report Shows Higher Education Sector Could be Model for Governments on Climate

While the US government and the global community have been slow to address severe climate disruption, colleges and universities are stepping in to boldly slash their carbon emissions, research and develop new technologies, and prepare students to create a safer, clean energy economy. Read the full report online at: http://secondnature.org/news/higher_education_climate_leadership.html.  
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Thanks to VCC student employee Will McConaughy for his help compiling this copy of the Digest
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