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***Regional Conferences, Workshops, Webinars and Call for Papers***
1. Registration now available for Civic Learning Webcast on April 29
AAC&U Senior Vice President Caryn McTighe Musil will participate in a Webcast, “Preparing for Citizenship or a Career—a False Choice,” cosponsored by the American Democracy Project and the Society for College and University Planning. The Webcast challenges the all-too-common “false choice” between preparing students for careers and preparing them for lives of meaningful citizenship. The Webcast will air on Thursday, April 29, at 3:00 p.m. EDT. For more information, please visit http://www.scup.org/page/profdev/webcast/2010/democracy3/content.  

2. Webinar - Assessment of Service Learning Courses in Higher Education: Understanding the Rationale and Techniques

May 5th 1:00 – 2:30 EDT
Assessment takes many forms, depending on the audience. Over the past several decades, many faculty have used assessment techniques to enhance teaching and learning. It is a data-based technique to make informed decisions regarding curriculum, partnerships and graded assignments. In this age of accountability, service learning course assessment can provide needed information on the importance of active and engaged learning. Specifically, assessment of service learning courses can show evidence of the multiple and layered learning outcomes that are embedded within this pedagogy. This presentation will provide a general overview of assessment theory, followed by beginning, intermediate and advanced techniques.  Specific examples will be provided for a variety of disciplines. Preparation, resources and outcomes for various strategies will be offered. More information, including how to register, is available online at http://www.innovativeeducators.org/product_p/807.htm.  
3. Webinar: How to Promote Your Service-Learning Programs to Key Audiences
Thursday, May 13th ~ 1:00-2:30pm EDT

All too often, service-learning programs are the best kept secret on campus.  This webinar will help participants learn how to communicate consistently, effectively and to the right people.  It will take attendees through the critical steps of establishing strategies for use on campus, with the media, and with other important groups; developing messages; defining audiences, setting objectives, preparing budgets, structuring assessments and creating timelines. Participants will be given a step-by-step method for effectively communicating in order to build support on campus, among faculty, administrators and students and off campus with the media, funders, government officials and community organizations.  In these times of tight budgets, the session will focus on low- or no cost ways to tell your important service-learning story. To register visit:  http://www.innovativeeducators.org/product_p/804.htm 
4. Webinar: Leveraging Internet Technology to Facilitate Student Success

Friday, May 14th ~ 1:00-3:00pm EDT
This presentation will highlight the collaborative efforts of faculty members, student services staff, computer programmers/web developers, and administrators in the development, implementation of an Online Student Profile system which serves as an integral part of a college-wide effort to improve the retention and success of at-risk students (defined as those placing into one or more developmental reading or English courses). This project, funded in large part through a Dept. of Education Title III Improving Institutions grant, resulted in significant increases in student success and retention for this student population. This internally-produced Online Student Profile system incorporates self-scoring personality and learning style assessment features and a wide variety of student information features in a package used by student services staff and faculty members to provide more individualized service and instruction to students through ease of access to expanded information about individual students and, for instructors, about the learning/cognitive preferences of entire class sections. To register visit: http://www.innovativeeducators.org/retention_p/794.htm 
5. Better Learning by Design Conference
UVM Davis Center May 17-19, 2010
The University of Vermont, Universal Design for Learning (UDL) Project invites you to attend "Better Learning by Design." This three-day conference gathers nationally known experts and offers the opportunity to become knowledgeable in the theory and application of UDL principles. As defined by The Higher Education Opportunity Act of 2008, UDL is "a scientifically valid framework for guiding educational practice that provides for flexibility in the ways information is presented, students respond or demonstrate knowledge and skills, and students are engaged in the content. UDL practices reduce the barriers in instruction, provide appropriate accommodations, supports, and challenges, and maintain high achievement expectations for all students, including students with disabilities and students who are limited English proficient. (Section 103(24)." Conference Keynote Sessions are designed to:

- Deepen your understanding of the neuroscience of learning
- Expand your pedagogical repertoire to include UDL principles and practices
- Enhance your knowledge of instructional technology applications that support student learning

Workshop sessions will include a wide variety of practical applications of UD and UDL including:

- UDL in college dissemination and communication
- instruction for all
- technological applications
- self-advocacy, and
- specific accommodations that benefit more than just persons with disabilities.
Visit the conference’s website to register. 

6. Teen Congress - Registration Now Available 

Registration Deadline: May 21st, 2010

Teen Congress is a 3-day, 2-night event on the UVM Campus in Burlington for youth ages 13-19 (as of January 1). It is about having opportunities to explore new projects, meet new friends, experience college life and, most important, have fun. Participants stay in the dorms, take part in fun workshops, go on a Lake Champlain sunset cruise and have a dance party, and much, much more. Sound like fun? It is! For more information click here and scroll down.  
Back to top
***********National Conferences, Seminars and Call for Papers***********
7. The Future of Community Engagement in Higher Education – A Summer Research Institute 
June 25- 27 Boston University
There are by now over fifty academic programs – majors and minors – focused on community engagement, broadly defined, scattered across higher education. The question, though, is what does this mean? Join faculty, administrators, staff, students, and community partners involved with institutions that offer formal academic programs – majors and minors – focused on community engagement, broadly defined, for a free, three-day summer research institute on what it means to minor or major in community engagement. More information about this conference is available at http://warrior.merrimack.edu/academics/education/Pages/CommunityEngagement.aspx 
8. North Carolina Campus Compact 2010 Civic Engagement Administrator Conference
Registration Deadline: May 7th, 2010 
Join NC Campus Compact on May 26, 2010 for the 8th annual Civic Engagement Administrator Conference hosted at Barton College in Wilson, NC. This is the annual gathering of staff and faculty who administer civic engagement efforts on their campus and will include informal networking and formal presentations. Civic engagement administrators will share best practices, challenges and successes.  The 2010 guest speaker is Dr. Talmage Stanley, Director of the Appalachian Center for Community Service at Emory and Henry College in Virginia. Visit this link to learn more and register.
9. General Education and Assessment 3.0: Next-Level Practices Now Call for Proposals 
Deadline: June 30, 2010

General Education and Assessment 3.0: Next-Level Practices Now will help campus leaders focus on innovative and purposeful approaches to designing and financing general education and assessment. Proposals are invited for conference sessions highlighting “next-level” models and practices in general education and assessment that strengthen student learning of essential outcomes. The audience for the 2011 conference includes newcomers to, and veterans of, innovative general education reform and assessments that deepen learning. Faculty, student affairs educators, administrators, students, and others are invited to shape a national dialogue about the value of general education and to demonstrate its impact on student learning in the college years. Four thematic tracks make up the conference: 

- General Education Models that Make a Difference 

- Faculty Engagement in General Education 

- Assessment to Document Achievement and Deepen Learning at Multiple Levels 

- Institutional Leadership and Capacity for Learning-Centered Reform 
Learn more about this conference and the call for proposals online.

Back to top
****************Awards, Grants, Fellowships and Positions*****************

10. Nellie Mae Education Foundation Grant Opportunity 
Deadline: May 14, 2010
The Nellie Mae Education Foundation is pleased to announce a Request for Videos (RFV) that invites schools and organizations to help young people creatively share their insights on how they learn. The Video Challenge is open to public middle and high schools and other education organizations in New England. Organizations submitting the top videos will receive a grant award. For more information and to download the RFV and other materials, please visit the Nellie Mae Education Foundation’s website at http://www.nmefdn.org/grantmaking/guidelines.aspx .
11. Dept. of HHS Offers Six $650,000 Grants To Promote Children's Wellness in Communities
Deadline: May 17th, 2010  

The program's goal is to promote the wellness of young children, birth to 8 years of age, by putting a community healthcare plan in place. The program defines wellness for a child as good physical, social, emotional, cognitive and behavioral health. The expected result is for children to be thriving in safe, supportive environments and entering school ready to learn and able to succeed. For this program, substance abuse prevention is considered an integral part of behavioral health. Communities as well as public and private nonprofits are eligible to apply. For more details on this grant, including contact information and other new private and foundation funding opportunities, just click on or cut and paste the following link into your Web browse to get free access to Federal & Foundation  Assistance Monitor or any of our other publications: http://www.cdpublications.com/d092. When you reach our site, just scroll down the page and check off  Federal & Foundation  Assistance Monitor . The date of this story is 4-20-10. However, it is only accessible for a limited time. So, you must sign up for your free access by Friday, April 23. After that date, you may sign up for free access but to receive information on this grant opportunity please click on or cut and paste the following link into your Web browser to receive the grant information. http://cdpublications.com/freeresources/freedown.php?ID=159 
12. 2010 IARSLCE Research, Early Career Research, and Dissertation Awards
Deadlines vary see below
The International Association for Research on Service Learning and Community Engagement (IARSLCE) announce a call for nominations for three awards, to be presented at the 2010 IARSLCE Annual Conference on October 28-30, 2010 in Indianapolis, IN. The Research Award recognizes any researcher who has a distinguished record of research and scholarly contributions on service-learning and community engagement.  For nomination information, please the attached document. The Early Career Research Award recognizes outstanding early career contributions to scholarship on service-learning and community engagement.   For nomination information, please the attached document. The Dissertation Award recognizes a dissertation that advances research on service-learning and/or community engagement through rigorous and innovative inquiry. For more information, visit www.researchslce.org - on the Conferences and Awards page.
Back to top
*****************************News & Resources*********************************
13. 2010 VCC Award Winners Announced

At last weeks Regional Conference, VCC honored numerous individuals from their member institutions for their outstanding work and involvement with the community. A complete list of all of the award winners is posted at http://www.vtcampuscompact.org/necc/Awards.htm.  
14. Help to Families of the West Virginia Mining Tragedy 
Franchesca V. Nestor, the Executive Director of West Virginia campus compact writes “Here in WV we are talking to our member schools about things we can do to support the families of the miners in the aftermath of the tragedy.  One of our schools close to the site (WV SOM) is sending counselors and assessing immediate needs.  WVU has a blog to let people post condolences, and another school (Bridgemont Community and Technical College-one of the very closest) is planning a memorial for next Monday. We are also using our conference April 20 to spearhead other things, including putting together care packages for the families (with items that have logos from our different schools, like a WVU bear and a Shepherd blanket, you get the idea) as well as starting a fundraiser for a scholarship fund for the children of those who died. I thought I'd put the word out in case any of your schools would like to be involved in sending items for care packages or fundraising for the scholarship fund.” Ms. Nestor can be reached at franchesca.nestor@mail.wvu.edu. 

15. New Community Service-Learning Professionals Book

Campus Compact has just published a guide for community service-learning professionals, entitled Looking In, Reaching Out. Edited by Barbara Jacoby and Pamela Mutascio. It contains tools, worksheets, and insights designed to provide community service-learning professionals with the skills, confidence, support, and balance they need to be successful in their professional and personal lives. 260 pages. $35 to Campus Compact members; $47 to nonmembers. Available at http://www.compact.org/publications.
16. New Book on Interdisciplinary Campus Cultures Copublished by AAC&U
AAC&U is pleased to copublish an important new book by Julie Thompson Klein, Creating Interdisciplinary Campus Cultures: A Model for Strength and Sustainability. With a foreword by AAC&U President Carol Geary Schneider, the book provides a systematic approach to interdisciplinarity on campus, grounded in a conceptual framework, and also presents a portfolio of pragmatic strategies. 

Creating Interdisciplinary Campus Cultures gives administrators and faculty the tools they need to craft persuasive arguments, make informed decisions anchored in the literature, and devise changes in policy and procedures that will foster successful and sustainable interdisciplinary research and education.
17. University of Vermont selects nine clean-energy projects
Students at the University of Vermont decided several years ago to pay more than lip service to the need for renewable-energy development. For the last couple of years, they've each been paying $10 a semester into a fund that aims to finance clean-energy projects on campus. This week, the project-selection committee for new Clean Energy Fund announced the first round of approvals, from solar panels to new research and course initiatives, totaling $174,669. To see the other approved projects visit: http://www.burlingtonfreepress.com/article/20100421/NEWS0213/4210330/University-of-Vermont-selects-nine-clean-energy-projects 
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Thanks to VCC student employee Will McConaughy for his help compiling this copy of the Digest
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