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*******************VCC Conferences and Call for Papers*********************
I. Reexamining the Engaged Campus: Community, Reciprocity, and Social Justice
March 30-31, 2009, at University of Massachusetts at Amherst
Questions of social justice and the creation of a more just world are present throughout the field of civic engagement: From the motivations staff, faculty and students bring to the training they receive, attention to hierarchies in relationships and questions of whose voice is included and valued in decision making; from examining the root causes of community issues to service that addresses their daily effects and efforts to challenge perceptions of communities, social justice issues are a broad thread woven through the work.  At this conference, connect with colleagues and leaders in civic engagement from across the region in discussions, presentations, workshops and intensive institutes.  Registration deadline is March 20.
II. Through a Civic Lens: Strengthening Higher Education from Classroom to Community
April 1, 2009, at University of Vermont in Burlington
This conference will bring together faculty, staff, administrators, students and community members to examine the ways institutions can use service, service-learning and civic engagement to enhance various outcomes in higher education regarding such topics as student learning, diversity, residential life, retention, global citizenship, community building, sustainability, alcohol use, and student engagement. The conference includes a keynote address by Vincent Tinto, Distinguished Professor of Education at Syracuse University; workshops and campus “Best Practices” showcase; and the VCC Statewide Award Ceremony and Reception to follow.  

III. Strategies for Student Success: High-Impact Educational Practices That Matter
May 1, 2009, at Middlebury College in Vermont
This conference features a keynote address by Dr. George D. Kuh, Chancellors’ Professor of Higher Education at Indiana University, who is the leading scholar in research on student development, assessment, and environments. Also, participate in group working time by institutional roles as well as with attendees from your institution.  Learn about high-impact educational practices and their connection with civic engagement on your campus.  
Back to top
*****************National Conferences and Call for Papers******************

I. Global Health and Innovation Summit
April 18-19, 2009, at Yale University, New Haven, CT
This is a conference presented annually by Unite For Sight, which features 200 Speakers, including keynote addresses by Dr. Susan Blumenthal, Nicholas Kristof, Dr. Jeffrey Sachs, Dr. Sonia Sachs, Dr. Al Sommer, and Dr. Harold Varmus. Also, attend social innovation sessions by CEOs and Directors of Save The Children, Partners in Health, HealthStore Foundation, mothers2mothers, and many others.  Join 2,500 people from all 50 states and from more than 60 countries for an innovative, high-impact idea incubator. Who should attend? Students, public health professionals, doctors, educators, scientists, lawyers, universities, corporations, nonprofits, and others.  Anyone interested in international health and development, public health, eye care, medicine, social entrepreneurship, nonprofits, philanthropy, microfinance, human rights, anthropology, health policy, advocacy, public service, environmental health, and education.
II. Global Youth Service Day 
April 24-26, 2009
Global Youth Service Day is the largest annual service event in the world. GYSD highlights and celebrates the difference youth make in their communities year-round through community service and service-learning. On April 24-26, 2009, millions of young will participate in and lead service projects in all 50 states and in more than 100 countries around the world. Young people, working with their families, schools, community organizations, faith-based communities, and businesses, will improve their communities by addressing critical issues such as global climate change, education & illiteracy, poverty, health, hunger, and homelessness.
III. Community College National Center for Community Engagement 18th Annual National Conference
May 20 - 22, 2009 at the DoubleTree Paradise Valley Resort in Scottsdale, AZ
The 2009 theme is “Unraveling the Mysteries of Thriving Partnerships in Service Learning and Civic Engagement.” Conference presentations aim to be highly interactive and will address some of the following topics: partnerships in service-learning and engagement; partnerships during the economic downturn, strategies for retaining students; curriculum, evaluation, and assessment; service-learning research.  
IV. Engaging Departments Institute
July 8-12, 2009 at University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia
In these challenging economic times, we know that AAC&U members are working hard to maintain the quality of their undergraduate programs and the momentum of their educational change initiatives. AAC&U's summer institutes are designed to help campuses do just that. We are pleased to announce that the Teagle Foundation will underwrite each accepted team's expenses in the amount of $300 per team member. A five-member team, then, would receive $1,500 of support for expenses related to preparing for and traveling to the Institute. This new Institute will feature sessions specifically targeted toward effectively and efficiently organizing departments in times of restricted resources to focus attention on key learning outcomes important for all students. The Institute will concentrate on leadership for learning within and among departments; assessments for achieving and improving essential outcomes; and preparing for educational effectiveness by identifying and then replacing barriers with aligned effective practices.  Apply now online through March 20.
V. Summer Institute of Civic Studies
July 13-24, 2009
Jonathan M. Tisch College of Citizenship & Public Service, Tufts University, Medford, MA 
This institute is organized by Stephen Elkin, University of Maryland, Peter Levine, Tisch College, Tufts University, and Karol Sołtan, University of Maryland, with guest seminars by distinguished colleagues from various institutions and organizations. Main topics include: What kinds of citizens (if any) do good regimes need? What should such citizens know, believe, and do? What institutional structures promote the right kinds of citizenship? How do individuals learn civic skills, habits, values, dispositions, and knowledge? The Institute will conclude with a public conference on the Obama Administration's civic agenda (July 24). Tuition is free. Students are responsible for their own housing. After the seminar, the Tisch College of Citizenship and Public Service will support an online network for former students and colleagues.
VI. UNO Service-Learning Academy's 2009 National Summit on P-16 Service-Learning Leadership
September 21 and 22, University of Nebraska at Omaha 
The Service-Learning Academy is planning the 2009 National Summit on P-16 Service Learning Leadership.  A roundtable discussion format will allow for open discussion.  The summit discussion sessions will center on leading successful collaborative P-16 (pre-kindergarten to post-secondary) service-learning implementation based on research-based indicators and strategies that define and support sustainability and institutionalization. The event format will allow participants a chance to function as a working group over the two days to share best practices and program challenges, and then construct strategies to advance program goals.  If you would like to consider sending one representative from your higher education institution to the event, note that you will be required to select and bring along one representative from a PK-12 school/district with whom you partner through service-learning.  Start making your PK-12 school/district partner selection and contacts today!  Only seven institutions will be selected.  If you have initial questions, contact Sarah at shanify@unomaha.edu.  
VII. Building Community Resiliency: The Role of University Leadership
October 11-13, 2009 at Loews Philadelphia Hotel hosted by Widener University
This is the 15th annual conference by the Coalition of Urban and Metropolitan Universities (CUMU). The term "distressed" is frequently used in describing the urban environments in which many metropolitan universities are situated.  This conference will explore how universities can promote a strengths-based approach to partnering with their communities to nurture community resiliency.  Defined by Rolfe as the capacity "to respond effectively to significant adversity and risk," community resiliency depends on social capital, as well as the interactions and engagement among community members to achieve common goals.  This conference will provide a forum for faculty, students and administrators to share ideas, experiences and recommendations about the leadership role that metropolitan universities can assume in promoting community resiliency. Proposals are due April 17.

VIII. 2009 Assessment Institute
October 25-27, 2009, in Indianapolis
The IUPUI Assessment Institute in Indianapolis is the nation’s oldest and largest event focused exclusively on Outcomes Assessment in Higher Education. There is a special track for Civic Engagement, and your work in assessing civic learning outcomes, service learning, or campus-community partnerships would be of interest to these attendees.  Please consider submitting a proposal by Friday, March 20 using the link below.  We would be particularly pleased to receive proposals addressing any of the ten tracks listed in the bullet points below.  To submit a proposal, go to: http://planning.iupui.edu/institute/callforproposals . 
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***************International Conferences and Call for Papers***************

I. Second International Conference on Service-Learning in Teacher Education
June 25-27, 2009, at National University of Ireland-Galway

“Conversations that Matter II” (or Comhráite domhanda a bhfuil brí leo in Irish) will bring together teacher educators from around the world to revisit the Brussels conference outcomes, to clarify service-learning language, to share professional work, and to explore possibilities for future collaboration on issues of research, policy, and practice.  The conference will also feature research, citizenship education, student and faculty exchange, and technological connections through the special interest groups.


II. Third International Symposium on Service-Learning
November 22–24, 2009 at University of Indianapolis-Athens, Athens, Greece
The Third International Symposium on Service-Learning is called “Service-Learning in Higher Education:  Educators, Communities, and Students.” Universities are increasingly embracing service-learning as a model to integrate community service with learning and research. If service-learning is considered a “social movement” or “social reform” affecting higher education, a number of pertinent questions must be addressed so that service-learning can be rooted in the fabric of higher education. This symposium encourages participants to explore a wide range of issues related to research, curriculum design, assessment, institutional support, community connections and partnerships, and student development, with the goal of providing participants with perspective on critical issues, paradigms, and challenges in service-learning in higher education.  Proposals are due on March 30, 2009.
Back to top
****************Awards, Grants, Fellowships and Positions*****************

I. State of Vermont Internship Program

The State of Vermont Internship Program is a new and exciting program that provides students the opportunity to experience the value of employment with the State of Vermont, while gaining on-the-job training that integrates education, career development and public service. Internship opportunities for the Summer 2009 and Fall 2010 semesters will be available as early as March 16, 2009.  If you work with motivated students who are looking for hands-on learning experiences or you simply want to learn more about the program, please contact Toni Marie Pignatelli, Coordinator of the State of Vermont Internship Program, at toni.pignatelli@ccv.edu or 802.241.1541.
II. Frank Newman Leadership Award from Campus Compact
The Frank Newman Leadership Award provides financial support and mentorship to assist students with financial need and civic leadership potential to help them achieve their academic and civic goals. Two $5,000 awards are available to undergraduate students at Campus Compact member colleges and universities. The Frank Newman Leadership Award honors the unique legacy of Frank Newman, co-founder of Campus Compact, by recognizing presidential leadership for civic engagement and exceptional students who have shown potential for civic leadership through community service and scholastic achievement. The deadline for online submissions is March 20, 2009.
III. Awards for Engaged Faculty from Campus Compact and NERCHE

Please consider two major national awards for faculty committed to civic and community engagement:  the Thomas Ehrlich Civically Engaged Faculty Award, from Campus Compact, and the Ernest A. Lynton Award for the Scholarship of Engagement, from the New England Resource Center for Higher Education (NERCHE).  Both awards value community collaboration as well as institutional impact and honor engaged work across the faculty roles of teaching, research, and service.  Nominations for junior faculty (pre-tenure or early career at institutions with renewable contracts) are encouraged for the Lynton Award and nominations for senior faculty (post-tenure or middle-to-late career at institutions without tenure) are encouraged for the Ehrlich Award.  Please share information about these awards with others and consider nominating outstanding engaged faculty. For more information about the Ehrlich Award (deadline March 20), see http://www.nerche.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=108&Itemid=69http://www.compact.org/awards/ehrlich/

 HYPERLINK "https://mail.middlebury.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=435405e322a0432c82715c13149ee034&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.nerche.org" \t "_blank" , and for more information about the Lynton Award (deadline April 23), see .

IV. YSA Dollars for Change Grants
Youth Service America’s (YSA), YSA’s National Youth Council (NYC) and State Farm Companies Foundation are excited to offer Dollars for Change Grants, as part of YSA’s Global Youth Service Grants.  YSA’s NYC will select the grantees: youth ages 12-25 who will collaborate with a teacher or service-learning coordinator.  The awards are up to $2,000, and will support high-impact, semester-long service-learning projects.  The selected youth-led projects will engage a minimum of 100 young people in service, demonstrate Youth Voice and youth leadership in all aspects of the decision-making process, and address compelling issues across the United States and the Canadian provinces of Alberta, Ontario, and New Brunswick. Upon successful completion of projects and evaluations, grantees will become eligible to compete for the prestigious Harris Wofford Youth Award in 2010, and be recognized as an YSA Service Star.  Accepting applications: March - April 30, 2009.  
V. Recovery Act Limited Competition: NIH Challenge Grants in Health and Science Research
The Challenge Grant Funding Opportunity Announcement has been released in the NIH Guide

and has been posted on Grants.gov.  This Request for Applications (RFA) is a one time opportunity with a single receipt date.  Application Due Date: April 27, 2009.  This funding announcement is a direct result of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.  See:

http://www.nih.gov/about/director/02252009statement_arra.htm
VI. Essay Competition: Young Voices in Research for Health
For the fourth time, the Global Forum and The Lancet invite young researchers and leaders of tomorrow to submit an essay to the popular competition "Young Voices in Research for Health: Innovating for the health of all.” If you are a young professional (under 30) working on or interested in the broad spectrum of research for health, please feel free to submit your original, provocative, idealistic and passionate ideas on this year's theme, taking established practices to task in a constructive fashion. The deadline for receipt of entries is 3 May 2009.
VII. Job Opening: Director of Community Based Learning
Stonehill College seeks a full-time founding Director of its Office of Community-Based Learning (CBL), which will be housed within the Center for Teaching and Learning.  The Office of Community-Based Learning will advance excellence in teaching and learning by supporting community-based learning (i.e., service learning) initiatives at the College.  The Director will be responsible for creating and sustaining faculty development initiatives and programs related to CBL; working with administrators to build the necessary infrastructure to support CBL; developing and maintaining mutually beneficial relationships with community partners; and participating in on-going tracking and assessment of CBL at Stonehill College.  Over the long term, the Director will also build partnerships across campus to grow and extend the College’s use of CBL. 
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*****************************News & Resources*********************************
I. Policy announcement: Four new service bills in Senate and House
On Tuesday, February 24th, a group of four service bills (collectively referred to as the "Service for All Ages" initiative) were introduced in the Senate by Chris Dodd (D-CT) and Thad Cochran (R-MS), and in the House of Representatives by Congresswoman Rosa DeLauro (CT-3). The spirit of the legislation is to "expand and strengthen opportunities for Americans of all ages to serve their communities."  A press release from Senator Dodd summarized the bills: (1.) The Semester of Service Act - will give students in their junior or senior year of high school the opportunity to spend a semester participating in community service-learning for academic credit. (2.) The Summer of Service Act - will create a competitive grant program that enables states and localities to offer students making the transition from middle to high school an opportunity to participate in a structuredcommunity service program over the summer months. (3.) The ACTION Act (AmeriCorps: Together Improving Our Nation) - will update the AmeriCorps Education Award to reflect 15 years of college tuition increases. (4.) The Encore Service Act - provides stipends and educational scholarships to citizens 55 years of age and older who volunteer their time and dedicate their knowledge to help communities in need.
II. Shifting Faculty Mission
Survey finds significant three-year growth in percentage of professors who see their role as encouraging understanding of diversity and promoting service.  This article is made available by “Inside Higher Ed” on March 5.

III. House Passes Bipartisan Legislation to Expand and Strengthen National Service
The following announcement was released on March 18, 2009.  “The U.S. House of Representatives today passed the most significant overhaul and expansion of national service programs in 16 years, acting on President Obama’s call to increase service opportunities for Americans of all ages to help address the economic crisis and usher in a new era of service and responsibility for our nation.”  To read more of the press release, visit the website for the Corporation for National and Community Service. 
IV. World Water Day Resources
In 1992, the UN General Assembly designated March 22 as "World Water Day" to draw international attention to the critical lack of clean, safe drinking water worldwide. In 2007, 69 cities across the United States passed resolutions acknowledging March 22 as World Water Day. Take this day as an opportunity to take action in fighting the world water crisis through service-learning.  Learn and Serve America’s National Service-Learning Clearinghouse has many resources that can be used to develop and implement projects addressing water quality and accessibility issues.  Find projects at the NSLC Library online and at the Hot Topic: Environmental page.
V. ServiceNation Citizen Co-Sponsors Needed

ServiceNation is launching an online campaign to gather “Citizen Co-Sponsors” for the Serve America Act to show Congress that there is substantial grassroots support for new legislation and to help tip the balance towards swift passage.  We need the support of every ServiceNation organization.

To maximize the number of citizens we engage in this historic grassroots outreach, we are asking that you please: Send an e-mail to your lists asking your community to become citizen co-sponsors by signing-on at: http://www.bethechangeaction.org/servicenation/take_action/cosponsor.  Also, let Tim Zimmermann know when you send an e-mail so we can track the campaign outreach.  He can be reached at 703-850-0735 or tim@bethechangeinc.org. 
VI. Online courses in service-learning at Portland State University
A service-learning certification course is offered fully online March 20-June 13 by Portland State University.  The course “Sustaining Service-Learning through Effective Resource Development and Marketing” has the following description: You create a stellar service-learning curriculum. It is connected to your content standards and it is changing students' lives and the life of the community. But how do you keep up the momentum? Explore how to raise resources in the community to provide sustainability. Whether it is grant funding, in-kind donations, or expertise, resources are needed to sustain and expand. Another key component to sustainability is telling the story of your service-learning successes. Writing press releases, documenting stories, and visually capturing projects are all strategies to telling your success story to the community, to your legislators, and funders.  Register online through Portland State University.
VII. Updates to the Community-Engaged Scholarship Toolkit
Community-Campus Partnerships for Health's Community-Engaged Scholarship Toolkit is intended as a resource for community-engaged faculty on how to "make their best case" for promotion and tenure.  If you haven't checked out the site recently, you might be interested in these updates: (1) Over a dozen recently promoted and/or tenured faculty members have graciously "donated" excerpts from their portfolios for posting on the toolkit at http://depts.washington.edu/ccph/toolkit-portexamples.html. (2) The Community-Engaged Scholarship Review, Promotion & Tenure (RPT) Package is designed to help RPT committees to understand community-engaged scholarship and how to assess its quality and impact.  Download the package at http://depts.washington.edu/ccph/pdf_files/CES_RPT_Package.pdf. 

VIII. Join a blog discussion on ethics of community-engaged research
Public Responsibility in Medicine & Research (PRIM&R), a national professional development organization for Institutional Review Boards (IRBs) and others interested in advancing ethical research, started a blog in November 2008. CCPH senior consultants Sarena Seifer, Nancy Shore and Elaine Drew have posted an invited entry on the topic of ethics of community-engaged research. Read the blog listing and post your comment at: http://primr.blogspot.com
IX. New FREE Service-Learning Curricula
Many campus organizations and service-learning courses offer college students the opportunity to work with K-8 students in local schools and community centers.  But how many of these college students have the resources to involve their younger friends in high quality service-learning projects? The Joining Hands Service-Learning Tool Kits can assist college students on your member campuses in creating exciting service-learning experiences for and with younger students.  Download a FREE Kit on Animals at this website, http://www.rahimawade.com/.  And read about the other kits available on the environment, intergenerational relationships, and poverty/hunger.  

X. Faculty Service-Learning Opportunities
Also from Rahima Wade are two opportunities to further high quality service-learning practice on your college campuses in the coming year.  Dr. Rahima Wade is an educational consultant on service-learning and civic engagement working with K-12 and higher education nationwide.  She offers a Faculty Service-Learning Seminar which is a two-day seminar that will introduce college faculty to all of the essential elements of high quality service-learning practice, including community collaboration, reflection and assessment, curriculum integration, student leadership, and evaluation.  Another opportunity is the one-day Service-Learning for Social Justice Workshop for faculty with some service-learning experience who want to reflect on and further develop their practice toward addressing the root causes of community problems and empowering students, community partners, and the recipients of service.  Visit http://www.rahimawade.com/ for more information. 
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