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****************Regional Conferences and Call for Papers******************

Service Learning: A Strategy for Keeping Youth in School
December 3 – 5, 2008

Marriott Philadelphia Downtown

1201 Market Street

Philadelphia, PA

Everyone is talking about the Dropout Crisis...but what are they doing about it? Join us in Philadelphia, Dec 3-5, 2008 for our Fall Institute  - Service Learning: A Strategy for Keeping Youth In School. Youth and adult participants will experience 3 days of interactive training co-facilitated by youth that:

· Explains the New Standards for Quality Service Learning Practice

· Explores the Reasons Why Youth Drop Out of School

· Identifies How Service Learning Responds to Issues that Contribute to Youth Dropping Out

· Allows for Investigation of Specific Service Learning Models in the Areas of Literacy, Hunger/Homelessness, Safety & Preparedness, and Intergenerational Programs

Participants (including youth, teachers, administrators, community based staff, and parents) will gain valuable information and strategies that can be shared with others in their school and community! Training Grants are available for schools that need assistance with funding and are seriously interested in initiating a service learning project in the Spring Semester of 2009! To Register Visit www.igesl.org 

New England Campus Compact Spring 2009 Regional Conference

March 30th, 2009 - Conference

March 31st, 2009 - Post-Conference Institutes

The Murray D. Lincoln Campus Center, University of Massachusetts, Amherst

This conference is designed for beginning through advanced practitioners, including community service and community service-learning staff, faculty members, campus administrators and other 
stakeholders.

Connect with colleagues and leaders in civic engagement from across the region in discussions, presentations, workshops and intensive institutes. Topics include:

· What intersections are there between civic engagement and social justice?   How do they affect our work?
· How do we help students to work – and learn – effectively in communities and across boundaries?

· How do our programs and campuses engage in just, reciprocal relationships?
· What are the emerging issues, and exciting models in the field?

· How do our programs welcome and engage individuals of all backgrounds and identities?

· What are the outcomes we’re seeking – for our students, communities, and institutions – and how do we achieve them ?

· How can we apply our work at the conference to our campuses?
The call for proposals can be found at the Vermont Compact website (www.vtcampuscompact.org) 
For more information: Contact Vermont Campus Compact (802.443.2506) or Cheryl Whitney Lower (clower@middlebury.edu) 
AACC Sponsors Regional Service Learning Conference 

The American Association of Community Colleges is sponsoring regional workshops on service learning to be hosted by six community colleges in fall 2008 and spring 2009. The workshops will feature hands-on learning and strategies to implement academically based service learning programs on campuses and in communities. The New England Regional Conference is on Friday, April 17, 2009 at Tunxis Community College in Farmington, CT. Contact Susan Dantino, Associate Dean of Planning and Development at 860-255-3490 or sdantino@txcc.commnet.edu for more information.
Call for Proposals: ‘From Nice to Necessary’ 2009 DC Conference on Service and Leadership

May 13-15, 2009

Washington, D.C. 

Each year Serve DC-The Mayor’s Office on Volunteerism brings together community and faith-based organizations in a conference focused on enhancing their organizational capacity to meet growing community needs. This year’s conference is based on three programmatic themes: Leadership, Collaboration, and Sustainability.  These themes represent the continuum of growth that leads to healthy and strong communities.  These themes will be woven throughout the conference in workshops, plenary speakers, events and materials.  Speakers should be prepared to submit workshop proposals that fit into at least one of these three themes.

 

Leadership 
Harnessing leadership in community members is critical to building a strong foundation.  Leaders tackle issues and concerns facing their communities; facilitate leadership within fellow community members; and, collaborate among various groups. It is important that service professionals learn ways to cultivate leadership while enhancing their leadership skills to bring effective change in communities. 

 

Collaboration 
As we develop ourselves as leaders, we must consistently collaborate with organizations, businesses, and community members. With each new experience or challenge, we must continue to seek ways to identify resources and tools that are present to reduce a duplication of community efforts.  Workshops that will be offered around this theme include partnership development, cultural competency, and marketing.

 

Sustainability
As leaders develop projects that meet critical community needs, it is important that projects are sustained monetarily with the support of the community.  Leaders must identify and actively seek funding while making sure that the projects are getting the job done.

 

To obtain an application, email Natasha at natasha.ballentine@dc.gov. The completed application and narratives must be received at the Serve DC office on or before Monday, February 16, 2008, via email or disk by mail.  (We will not accept proposals via fax.)  Please send proposals to:

            Email: 

            natasha.ballentine@dc.gov


            Mail:

Natasha M. Ballentine, Training and Technical Assistance Manager

Serve DC, Executive Office of the Mayor

Re: Presenter Application

441 4th Street, NW Suite 1140 North

Washington, DC 20001
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*****************National Conferences and Call for Papers******************

Service-Learning Workshop Co-Hosted by TN Campus Compact and Lipscomb University
November 13th 

Nashville, TN

Mark your calendar now for a service-learning workshop on November 13th co-hosted by the Tennessee Campus Compact and Lipscomb University’s Serving and Learning Together (SALT) Program! This one-day workshop will offer stimulating and relevant material that you can immediately implement at your institution. Dr. Jim Heffernan, Executive Director of the New York Campus Compact, based at Cornell University, will be on campus to deliver a keynote address on national trends in service-learning and provide training session for service-learning practitioners. Topics include “Institutionalization of Service-Learning,” “National Perspectives on the Engaged Campus,” and “Best Practices for Collaboration and Partnerships.” This workshop is valuable for anyone wanting to learn more about developing and implementing service-learning programs on a university campus. The fee for non-Tennessee Compact members is $50. To register call Christin Shatzer at 615.966.7225, 800.333.4358, or email christin.shatzer@lipscomb.edu.  For more information visit http://salt.lipscomb.edu/ 
2008 Florida Institute on Service-Learning and Engaged Scholarship

November 17-19, 2008 - Orlando, Florida
The 2008 state-wide institute will showcase the best practices of exemplary service-learning and engaged scholarship from the kindergarten classroom all the way to graduate school (K-20). We encourage the involvement of students, faculty and community partners from a variety of perspectives, who can contribute to a rich dialogue and diverse disciplinary frameworks. Our overarching goal is to convene those who are interested in service-learning and engagement to share ideas, practical application strategies and research findings, while building networks and partnerships, to advance service-learning and its impact in Florida. To register visit http://www.floridacompact.org/08institute/index.html 

Clinton Global Initiative University 2009 Meeting
February 13 – 15, 2009; University of Texas at Austin; Austin, TX
The Clinton Global Initiative University invites applicants to attend its 2009 meeting. To be considered for admission, all applicants are required to make a "Commitment to Action." A Commitment to Action is a concrete step that makes a difference in the areas of education, energy & climate change, global health, peace and human rights, or poverty alleviation. Students interested in attending may apply as either an individual or as a student group. An individual application must include a commitment that is proposed by a single student who decides to take action on an issue of importance to him or her. A student group application must include a commitment that is a collaborative effort by more than one student. The early decision deadline is November 7, 2008.
Wye Deans' Seminar: Citizenship in the American and Global Polity 



   Aspen Institute Wye River Campus Queenstown, Maryland
June 14-19, 2009

The Wye Deans' Seminar on "Citizenship in the American and Global Polity" is offered to college and university Chief Academic Officers, Vice Presidents, Provosts, Academic Deans, and leaders responsible for curricula and faculty. The Seminar will provide the opportunity to exchange ideas with colleagues from other colleges and universities while probing the fundamental values and goals that are the reason for our institutional existence. Readings are selected to challenge participants to focus on values such as individual rights and responsibilities both nationally and globally, and the public purposes of education in a free, democratic republic. Applications (.pdf) are due to The Aspen Institute no later than March 2, 2009.

2009 National Conference on Volunteering and Service





      June 22-24th  










       San Francisco, CA

The National Conference on Volunteering and Service is the world's largest annual gathering of service and volunteer leaders. The 2009 National Conference on Volunteering and Service is seeking workshop proposals that engage participants in new skills, practical tools, innovative ideas, and cutting-edge information in four strategic focus areas.

1. Service as the Solution
Volunteering and service are the most effective interventions in tackling some of our toughest social challenges. This focus area offers insights on how service and volunteering address critical issues such as illiteracy, high school dropout prevention, poverty, homelessness, healthcare, elder care, environmental degradation, and disaster.

2. Innovation and Entrepreneurship 
For the sector to thrive and grow, we need new ways of doing business, new technologies, and new/adapted models. This focus area will showcase innovative public/private partnerships, collaborations, social networking, Web 2.0, and international trends important to service and volunteering.

3. Best Practices for Success 
Today's volunteers demand challenging assignments in well-managed programs that capitalize on their experience. This focus area will provide operational best practices on topics that include recruitment and retention, fundraising, financial management, leadership, and other nuts and bolts of effective program management.

4. Advancing the Sector
The service and volunteer movement has unprecedented support and momentum. To seize this momentum and build a true nation of service we need new policies, more stakeholders, better data, and stronger public support. Here we will offer updates on the latest research, policies, legislation, and strategies to advance volunteering and service.

If you are interested in presenting, visit our website at to submit a proposal. The deadline for submissions is Saturday, November 15 at noon (12 pm) EST. Note: We will only accept online submissions. 
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****************Awards, Grants, Fellowships and Positions*****************

Award Deadline Drawing Near!
The Gulf-South Summit on Service-Learning and Civic Engagement through Higher Education is proud to present five awards recognizing the hard work and dedication of outstanding people and programs in the field of service-learning and community engagement in higher education.  The award categories include:
· Practitioner Contributions to Service-Learning
· Community Partner Contributions to Service-Learning
· Faculty Contributions to Service-Learning Instruction
· Student Contributions to Service-Learning
· Service-Learning Partnership
We are seeking nominations and applications of deserving candidates for each of these award categories.  The categories are described in more detail at http://www.lsu.edu/summit09/awards.html.   A downloadable nomination form is also available at this link. Nominations are due November 7th. Awards will be presented at the annual Gulf South Summit Conference on March 25-27, 2009 at Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, LA. For inquires about the Gulf-South Summit Awards, please contact Michele James-Deramo at deramo@vt.edu. 
Winter, Spring and Summer break volunteer/service-learning abroad in Ghana

We would like to invite the students, alumni and all persons who volunteer, including faculty, staff, interns, work-study students from your university and the general public to participate in our volunteer work, internships and voluntourism programs in Ghana. We work in partnership and collaboration with mostly non-profit  organizations and grass-root community groups in Ghana. We will also welcome other organizations and institutions abroad who are interested in working in partnership or collaboration with us on a long or short term bases. We have a list of social and community development projects in Ghana that could be completed with the volunteer work assistance of your group. We offer volunteer work, internship volunteer work and voluntourism opportunities in Ghana in the area of health, social, educational community service and development and other areas of volunteer work in Ghana. We arrange for the volunteers to stay with host families, cheap hotels and high school dormitories. 
We will be grateful if you could spread to your students, alumni and other persons  including staff and faculty at your university or elsewhere the information about our programs in Ghana and also publish it in your university newsletters and website. You can read more about our programs in Ghana by visiting our web page as follows: http://www.volunteeringinafrica.org/ghana.htm
Learn and Serve America Spirit of Service Award 





      Now Accepting Nominations The Corporation for National and Community Service is committed to recognizing and celebrating outstanding service by their volunteers, members, and alumni. The Spirit of Service Awards pay tribute to the most outstanding participants in each of the Corporation’s programs - including Senior Corps, AmeriCorps and Learn and Serve America - as well as corporate or foundation partners that are role models for private sector support of national and community service. The Learn and Serve America awards will be presented at the National Youth Leadership Conference, March 18-21, in Nashville, TN. Nominations are currently being sought, and nominees must exemplify the spirit of national service, demonstrate exceptional service or leadership, and serve as role models for others in their community. The nominations are available online.
Announcing the MacJannet Prize

The first-ever MacJannet Prize will recognize exceptional student civic engagement initiatives based in universities around the world and contribute financially to their ongoing public service efforts. Initiatives meriting the MacJannet Prize should creatively address an important social issue that is local, national, or global in scope (e.g. poverty, health, education, peace, etc). These programs must have had a significant and positive effect on the issue and on individuals or communities. Visit the MacJannet website to learn more and to apply. The first-place winner will be featured in a video documentary. All winning programs will be recognized through web-based profiles of their accomplishments. The nomination deadline is December 15th. 

Sustainability Coordinator, Green Mountain College
Green Mountain College (VT) invites applications for the position of Sustainability Coordinator. Responsibilities will include monitoring, publicizing, and enhancing institutional progress toward sustainability in curriculum, operations, and facilities; leading GMC's efforts to fulfill the American College and University Presidents Climate Commitment, engaging multiple stakeholders to develop a climate action plan and meet institutional targets for carbon neutrality; and facilitating connections between community sustainability efforts and academic offerings. A Master's degree in an environmental related field and job experience in an environmental or sustainability field are required. The position is open until filled.
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*****************************News & Resources*********************************
Join The National-Teach-In on Global Warming Solutions




        The National-Teach-In on Global Warming Solutions will be on February 5th, 2009.  Our goal is to engage over one thousand schools, civic groups, and faith organizations; we must take advantage of the changing administration in the White House - to make our voices heard and to put new energy policies at the top of our national agenda. The teach-in will focus on the first 100 days of the new administration, and the principles can be easily adapted to any institution.  Participation can be as simple as screening a short film and discussing it, or as ambitious as a campus-wide festival.  Here are some suggestions:

· Host a screening of our half-hour webcast, featuring Hunter Lovins, David Orr, and Billy Parish - available for download a week in advance of the Teach-In. 

· Green Democracy – get engaged with elected officials, US Senators, Representatives, and other key decision-makers, who are willing to participate directly in teach-in events. 

· Use pieces of the teach-in model, with dozens of ideas for multidisciplinary projects, plus extra support from the central office here in Portland, Oregon.

This next year's curriculum will also highlight the Presidential Climate Action Project (PCAP), a cross-disciplinary plan that demands policy changes on emissions, fossil fuel and nuclear energy plants, renewable energy technologies, and investment in the creation of green jobs. Energy issues lie at the root of both our local and national concerns: our economy, food production, transportation, environmental health, our engagement in military actions - all of this can be addressed through new energy policies. Visit http://nationalteachin.org/ for more information and to get involved. 
Join the Platinum Trust National Service Honorary





        The Platinum Torch National Service Honorary is an organization that was created to encourage student growth through acts of volunteerism in their communities.  While there are many organizations that have volunteerism as a component of their charter, the Platinum Torch is the only national organization that is solely focused on community service, the positive character attributes and level of responsibility it instills in today’s youth. At the Platinum Torch we aim to:

1. encourage the students to build lifelong habits of volunteerism
2. provide financial aid in the form of education scholarships and seed grants for volunteer projects
Additionally, as volunteerism and service becomes an important way to separate students for entrance into college and future employment, fraud regarding community service has increased.  We help reduce fraud through our unique Community Service Transcript of verified volunteerism.  We work with high schools and universities around the United States to reach out to students to encourage volunteer efforts or support students that already volunteer to make the Community Service Transcript the tool to best track their service and eliminate fraudulent claims of volunteerism and community service. To find out more about the Platinum Trust National Service Honorary log on to their website at http://www.platinumtorch.org/index.html.  
New Publication: Michigan Journal of Community Service Learning
The Michigan Journal of Community Service is about to release its new fall issue (volume 15, number 1) of the Michigan Journal of Community Service Learning. A one-year subscription is $22 for individuals and $28 for institutions (i.e., libraries, service-learning offices). Ordering is simple: go to the Michigan Journal website (http://www.umich.edu/~mjcsl/) and click on “order information.” Your subscription not only gets you the latest research, pedagogical models, and book review essays, but helps to sustain this resource that many consider to be the most important service-learning and engaged scholarship publication.
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